Good day, I am Prof Robin Crewe, President of the Academy of Science of South Africa, Vice Chancellor of the University of Pretoria, as well as extraordinary professor in the Department of Zoology and Entomology at the University of Pretoria, in South Africa.
Open Access is strongly endorsed at both The Academy and the University of Pretoria. In May 2009, the University of Pretoria became the first university in South Africa to adopt a policy for mandatory submission of published research publications to open accessible repositories. This mandate paved the way to enhance the impact of the research generated by the university’s research community.
The Academy of Science of South Africa, through its Scholarly Publishing Programme, has created the SciELO South Africa platform to promote and fund open-access publishing of the best South African journals. This online platform is free-to-publish and free-to-access and will benefit both authors and readers by increasing the visibility and accessibility of research outcomes. 

SciELO focuses on developing countries where few citizens can afford expensive subscriptions to peer-reviewed, print or online journals. Severe restrictions in accessibility have been evident up to now and. SciELO South Africa’s Open Access platform aims to combat such restrictions, while at the same time enhancing the global visibility of South African research. 
ASSAf wholeheartedly supports Open Access week and would like to encourage researchers and publishers, nationally and internationally, to make research openly accessible. Open access has opened the doors to an incredibly vast wealth of knowledge and will ensure investment in research with new vitality and relevance, as well as collaboration amongst researchers not only nationally, but also regionally and internationally.
On behalf of the Academy, I wish SPARC and other participating institutions success in their endeavours to promote Open Access during open-access week. 
